[Cavernous hemangioma of the superior mediastinum; report of a case].
A 44-year-old female was admitted with an abnormal left mediastinal shadow on chest roentgenography. Computed tomography (CT) revealed a mass lesion in the left superior mediastinum, which was not enhanced with contrast medium. Magnetic resonance imaging demonstrated equal signal intensity to that of the muscle on T1 weighted images, and higher signal intensity on T2 weighted images. As a cystic mediastinal tumor was suspected preoperatively, thoracoscopic excision was performed. The tumor was diagnosed as a cavernous hemangioma by pathology. A preoperative diagnosis is difficult because of a variable feature of image study. When the diagnosis of the cystic tumor of mediastinum is made, the diagnosis of mediastinal hemangioma should be kept in mind.